
 
 

 

OK, so you’ve joined your child to a swim club. What next?........ 

Joining a swim club is a pretty big deal. It is next level from a swim school, and yes, stroke and 
technique will still be corrected, but there will be a higher expectation on performance.  

That doesn’t mean it won’t be fun.  

Here are some of the things that may be helpful for you to know when you start out to make 
things a little easier  

Aquapulse 

Club membership and fees do not include the entry costs to Aquapulse. You will need to pay 
casual entry, purchase a $10 or $15 entry pass or look at taking out an aquatic membership.  

Depending on the number of days your child will be training, a membership may be more 
economical.  

When you take out an aquatic membership for your child, Aquapulse will throw in a parent pass 
as well. That means you won’t have to pay for the privilege of accompanying your child in and 
watching them swim  

What your child will need 

Once your child has been assessed by the head coach and allocated to a squad, he/she will be 
keen to look the part.  

Club cap will be your first purchase. 

You don’t have to purchase the rest of the uniform straight away, but from experience, the kids 
are pretty proud of wearing their club polo or hoodie to training and events.    

You can email a request for uniforms to uniforms@wyndhamcitysharks.com.au  

Other things your child will need and should bring to every training session are: 

Drink Bottle 

Goggles 

Mesh pool bag 

Snorkel 

Fins 

Kick Board 

Pull buoy 

Tec paddles 

These items can be purchased at most sports stores. However, you may want to consider 
aquatic specialist stockist such as the Aquashop in South Melbourne (where we get 10% 
discount) or the Speedo outlet (DFO South Warf  or Highpoint) or even online. 

The staff in these stores are super friendly, really helpful and experts in not only the product 
they are selling, but they will also measure up your child properly, if you are in the market for a 
race suit later on.  



 

 

Swim wear can also be purchased from these stores, however, ‘Funkita’ is one of our sponsors 
and they sell an amazing range of beautifully made and brightly coloured swim suits. 

So now your child is all kitted up, they look the part and are ready to go.  

Club Sundays 

Club Sundays are a great way to get a taste for competing.  

The club runs these events at Aquapulse one Sunday morning each month and it is just for the 
club.  It is a great opportunity for the kids to have a go at some in club competition. There is no 
pressure to compete, the kids can choose the events they swim in. They get to practice their 
starts, win points towards seasons awards and hang out with their team mates. Parents are 
called on to help out with timekeeping, selling raffle tickets and just join in.   

Club Sunday dates are on the website, the club’s Facebook page and you will normally also 
receive an email with the details. The cost of the event is $5.00 per competitor, paid to a 
committee member on the day. 

Swimming Victoria 

All members must be registered with Swimming Victoria. https://vic.swimming.org.au/   

Swimming Victoria membership provides insurance coverage in the event of an accident or 
injury incurred whilst attending and/or participating in a meet. Your child will not be able to 
compete outside the club without it. 

It is worth noting that membership is based on a financial year and there is no pro rata fee for 
joining half way through the year. The full amount is payable on the 1st of July regardless of 
whether you have held membership for the full twelve months or only three months.  

Preferred meets are generally on the club’s website. They will also be posted on the club’s 
Facebook page, sent via email or your child’s coach will let him/her and you, know.  

Registering for Meets 

You enter meets via the Swimming Victoria events calendar. There is generally an entry charge 
of between $10 to $12 for each event and this is done online.  

Relay teams are chosen by the coaches but any fees are paid by the club. 

Don’t begrudge these fees, they go toward the club hosting the event. It helps clubs with running 
costs and expenses, and all clubs get a turn.  

A couple of days prior to an event, you can obtain the event’s swimming schedule from the host 
club’s website.  

This will give you the address of where the event is being held, often also letting you know 
which is the best entry to the venue. A start and finish time, warm up times and approximate 
scheduled event times.  

You will also be able to download the swimmers schedule which includes, events, competitor’s 
names, heat and lane numbers, competitors recorded times for each event, if they have them, 
and club name. Another option is MeetMobile app – cost about $11 a year and gives a lot of the 
meet information as well as immediate results after each race.  

You may be called upon to assist at these events, mainly with timekeeping. A roster is generally 
drawn up so that everyone gets a go at timekeeping as well as being able to enjoy watching their 
child swim. 

Don’t be shy, have a go at doing this. You will be coupled with someone that has done it before 
so you will learn. It’s not hard, it helps the club, and the kids love having their parents involved.  

You also often get provided with sandwiches, water and sweet goodies while timekeeping.  



 

 

 

Questions or concerns 

Should you have questions or concerns you can address these with your child’s coach at the end 
of a training session. However, keep in mind that the coaches generally have back to back 
sessions, so they cannot spend long periods of time in discussion with you. They have other 
groups that deserve the same amount of time and attention as your child and their group.  

So, sometimes an email to the coach, the head coach or to one of the committee members may 
be best. You may also be able to clear up any questions by addressing a committee member by 
the pool deck. You will find that there is a committee member present at most sessions as they 
are also there to support their own kids.  

You are encouraged to utilise the Facebook page to ask questions, share thoughts and you’re 
child’s achievements in the pool.  

The club community is pretty amazing and very responsive and supportive. 

Our Coaches 

Our coaches are there to do a job and they do it beautifully. They are all qualified and passionate 
in their field. It’s not always easy, but they are there to achieve results and help your child be the 
best they can. This can only be achieved by hard work, so please support your coach. It may take 
a little time, but you will find that your child will grow to love and respect their coach and will 
want to perform well for them, but especially for themselves.  

The Committee 

Finally, remember where you are. This club is a not for profit club. It is run by a committee 
made up of parent. They put in a lot of work and hours to make sure our kids get the 
opportunity to achieve their best whilst feeling supported and having fun. Please show them the 
courtesy and respect they deserve. 

 

  


